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Masrafat E Zakat 

تُ  ٰ دَقَ مَا ٱلصَّ
َّ
قَرَاءِ ۞ إِن

ُ
كِ لِلف ٰ َ وَٱلمَسَ مِلِ ٰ ةِ  عَليْهَا وَٱلعَ

َ
وَٱلمُؤَلف

هُمْ  ــُ ل
ُ
ِ ق ابِ وَ

َ
ق َ  ٱلرِّ رمِ ٰ ِ  وَٱلغَ ِ وَ لِ ٱ ِ لِ ۖ  وَٱسَ ِ

  بْن ٱلسَّ
ً
ضَة

َ
ف

مٌ  مٌ حَكِ ُ عَلِ ِ ۗ وَٱ نَ ٱ  (Al Quran 9:60)مِّ
 

9:60. As-Sadaqat (here it means Zakat ) are only for the Fuqara (poor), and Al-Masakin  (the 
poor) and those employed to collect (the funds), and to attract the hearts of those who have 
been inclined (towards Islam), and to free the captives, and for those in debt, and for Allah’s 
Cause (i.e. for Mujahidin - those fighting in a holy battle), and for the wayfarer (a traveller who 
is cut off from everything); a duty imposed by Allah. And Allah is All-Knower, All-Wise. 
 

Expenditures of Zakah (Alms) 
After Allah mentioned the protest that the ignorant hypocrites mentioned to the 
Prophet about the distribution of alms. He stated that it is He who divided the alms, 
explained its rulings, and decided in its division; He did not delegate this decision to 
anyone else. Allah mentioned the expenditures of Zakah in this Ayah, starting with the 
Fuqara' (the poor). because they have more need than the other categories since their 
need is pressing and precarious. It was reported that Ibn `Abbas, Mujahid, Al-Hasan Al-
Basri, Ibn Zayd and several others said that the Faqir is a graceful person who does not 
ask anyone for anything, while the Miskin is the one who follows people, begging. 
Qatada said, "The Faqir is the ill person, while the Miskin is physically fit.'' We will now 
mention the Hadiths about each of these eight categories 
 

1. The Fuqara' (Poor)  ِلِلفُقَرَاء 
 

Ibn `Umar said that the Messenger of Allah said, 

ةٍ سَوي»  لِذِي مِرَّ
َ
َ وَ ِ  لِغَ

ُ
ة

َ
دَق حِلُّ الصَّ

َ
 ت

َ
» 

The alms should not be given to the wealthy and the physically fit. Mishkat 1830, 1831. 
https://sunnah.com/mishkat:1830 
 

2. The Masakin (Needy)  ِك ٰ  وَٱلمَسَ
 

Abu Hurayrah narrated that the Messenger of Allah said, 

مْرَ   وَاللقْمَتَانِ، وَالتَّ
ُ
هُ اللقْمَة دُّ ُ َ اس فَ طُوفُ عَ النَّ َ افِ الذِي  وَّ ا الطَّ

َ
ُ بِهَذ سَ المِسْكِ ْ  «ل

ُ
ان» ة

َ
مْرَت  وَالتَّ

قال الله؟ رسول  يا المسكين فمن :قالوا : 

قَ عَ  يُتَصَدَّ
َ
طَنُ لهُ ف

ْ
ف ُ  

َ
هِ، وَ غْنِ ُ  ً جِدُ غِ َ  

َ
ئا»«الذِي  ْ اسَ شَ سْألُ النَّ َ  

َ
هِ، وَ ْ  ل

(The needy person is not the one who goes round the people and asks them for a 
mouthful or two (of meals) or a date or two). They asked, "Then who is the needy 
person, O Allah's Messenger!'' He said, (The one who does not have enough to satisfy 
his needs and whose condition is not known to others, that others may give him 
something in charity, and who does not beg of people.). Sahih Muslim 1039a.  
 
https://sunnah.com/muslim:1039a 
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3. Those employed to collect Alms.   َ مِلِ ٰ  وَٱلعَ
 

Those employed to collect alms deserve a part of the alms, unless they are relatives of 
the Messenger of Allah, who are not allowed to accept any Sadaqah. Muslim recorded 
that `Abdul-Muttalib bin Rabi`ah bin Al-Harith and Al-Fadl bin Al-`Abbas went to the 
Messenger of Allah asking him to employ them to collect the alms. The Messenger 
replied, 

اس» َ أوْسَاخُ النَّ ِ مَا 
َّ
دٍ، إِن  لآِلِ مُحَمَّ

َ
دٍ وَ حِلُّ لِمُحَمَّ

َ
 ت

َ
 
َ
ة

َ
دَق  «إِنَّ الصَّ

(Verily, the alms are not allowed for Muhammad nor the relatives of Muhammad, for it 
is only the dirt that the people discard.) Sahih Muslim 1072a. 
 
https://sunnah.com/muslim:1072a 
 

4. Whose hearts inclined toward Islam.  ْهُم ــُ ل
ُ
 وَٱلمُؤَلفَةِ ق

 

Al-Mu'allafatu Qulubuhum There are several types of Al-Mu'allafatu Qulubuhum. 
There are those who are given alms to embrace Islam.  
 
For instance, the Prophet of Allah gave something to Safwan bin Umayyah from the 
war spoils of Hunayn, even though he attended it while a Mushrik. Safwan said, "He 
kept giving me until he became the dearest person to me after he had been the most 
hated person to me.'' Imam Ahmad recorded that Safwan bin Umayyah said, "The 
Messenger of Allah gave me (from the spoils of) Hunayn while he was the most hateful 
person to me. He kept giving me until he became the most beloved person to me.'' 
Muslim and At-Tirmidhi collected this Hadith, as well. Some of Al-Mu'allafatu 
Qulubuhum are given from alms so that they become better in Islam and their heart 
firmer in faith. For instance, the Prophet gave some of the chiefs of the Tulaqa' a 
hundred camels each after the battle of Hunayn, saying, 
 

هُ اللهُ عَ وَ  َّ ِ ُ  أنْ 
َ
ة َ َّ مِنْهُ خَشْ هُ أحَبُّ إِ ُ ْ جُلَ وَغَ ِ الرَّ عْ

ُ َ
 لأ

ِّ
م» «إِ ار جَهَنَّ

َ
ِ ن  جْهِهِ 

(I give a man (from the alms) while another man is dearer to me than him, for fear that 
Allah might throw him on his face in the fire of Jahannam.) Sahih Muslim 150a. 
 
https://sunnah.com/muslim:150a 
 
It is recorded in the hadith Abu Sa`id said that `Ali sent the Messenger of Allah a gold 
nugget still in its dirt from Yemen. The Prophet divided it between four men: Al-Aqra` 
bin Habis, `Uyaynah bin Badr, `Alqamah bin `Ulathah and Zayd Al-Khayl, saying, 

هُم» 
ُ
ألف

َ
 «أت

(To draw their hearts closer.) Some people are given because some of his peers might 
embrace Islam, while others are given to collect alms from surrounding areas, or to 
defend Muslim outposts. Allah knows best. Sunan an-Nasa'i 4101. 

 https://sunnah.com/nasai:4101. 
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5. The Riqab.  ِاب
َ
ق  ٱلرِّ

 
Riqab means those slaves who make an agreement with the master to pay a certain 
ransom for their freedom.'' Similar was reported from Abu Musa Al-Ash`ari. Ibn `Abbas 
and Al-Hasan said, "It is allowed to use Zakah funds to buy the freedom of slaves,'' 
indicating that `Riqab' has more general meanings than merely giving money to slaves 
to buy their freedom or one's buying a slave and freeing him on an individual basis.  
 

6. Al-Gharimun (the Indebted)  َ رمِ ٰ  وَٱلغَ
 
There are several types of indebted persons. They include those who incur expenses 
in solving disputes between people, those who guarantee a loan that became due, 
causing financial strain to them, and those whose funds do not sufficiently cover their 
debts. It also includes those who indulged in a sin and repented from it. These types 
have a right to a part of alms designated for Al-Gharimun. Qabisah bin Mukhariq Al-
Hilali said, "I carried a debt resolving a dispute between people and went to the 
Messenger of Allah asking him to help pay it. The Messenger said, 

نَأمُرَ لكَ بِهَا
َ
 ف

ُ
ة

َ
دَق نَا الصَّ َ أتِ

َ
َّ ت  » «أقِمْ حَ

(Be patient until some alms are brought to us so that we give it to you.) He then said, 

ةٍ: رَجُلٍ  
َ
ث

َ َ
حَدِ ث

َ
 لأِ

َّ
حِلُّ إِ

َ
 ت

َ
 
َ
 إِنَّ المَسْألة

ُ
صَة بِ

َ
ا ق َ مْسِكَ، وَرَجُلٍ  « ُ مَّ 

ُ
بَهَا ث صِ ُ  َّ  حَ

ُ
حَلتْ لهُ المَسْألة

َ
 ف

ً
لَ حَمَالة حَمَّ

َ
ت

الَ: سِدَاد 
َ
ش أوْ ق ْ بَ قِوَاما مِنْ عَ صِ ُ  َّ  حَ

ُ
حَلتْ لهُ المَسْألة

َ
 اجْتَاحَتْ مَالهُ ف

ٌ
 أصَابَتْهُ جَائِحَة

َ
اق

َ
ش وَرَجُلٍ أصَابَتْهُ ف ْ   ا مِنْ عَ

ٌ
ة

حَلتْ 
َ
 ف

ٌ
ة

َ
اق

َ
نا ف

َ ُ
تْ ف َ قُولونَ: لقَدْ أصَا َ وْمِهِ فَ

َ
ةِ ق َ رَا

َ
وي الحِجَا مِنْ ق

َ
 مِنْ ذ

ٌ
ة

َ
ث

َ َ
قُومَ ث َ  َّ بَ قِوَاما  حَ صِ ُ  َّ ، حَ

ُ
 لهُ المَسْألة

مَا سِوَاهُنَّ مِنَ المَسْألةِ 
َ
ش ف ْ الَ: سِدَادا مِنْ عَ

َ
ش أوْ ق ْ لهَا صَاحِبُهَا سُحْتا» مِنْ عَ أ َ   سُحْتٌ 

 
(O Qabisah! Begging is only allowed for three: 1. a man who incurred debts solving 
disputes, so he is allowed to beg until he collects its amount and then stops. 2. A man 
who was inflicted by a disaster that consumed his wealth; he is allowed to beg until he 
collects what suffices for his livelihood. 3. And a man who was overcome by poverty, 
that three wise relatives of his stand up and proclaim, `So-and-so was overcome by 
poverty.' This man is allowed to beg until he collects what sustains his livelihood. Other 
than these cases, begging is an unlawful amount that one illegally devours.) 
https://sunnah.com/muslim:1044 
 
Abu Sa`id said, "During the time of the Messenger of Allah, a man was struck by 
disaster because of fruits that he bought, causing him extensive debts. The Prophet 
said, 

ه»  ْ وا عَل
ُ
ق صَدَّ

َ
 «ت

(Give him charity.) The people did that, but the amount collected did not cover his 
debts. The Prophet said to the man's debtors, 
 

لِك» 
َ
 ذ

َّ
مْ إِ سَ ل ْ مْ وَل

ُ
وا مَا وَجَدْت

ُ
 «خُذ

(Take what was collected, you will have nothing beyond that.)'' Sahih Muslim 1556a. 
https://sunnah.com/muslim:1556a 
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7. In the Cause of Allah.  ِ لِ ٱ ِ  سَ
 
In the cause of Allah is exclusive for the benefit of the fighters in Jihad, who do not 
receive compensation from the Muslim Treasury. 
 

8. Ibn As-Sabil (Wayfarer)  لِ ٱ ِ
بْن ٱلسَّ  

 
Ibn As-Sabil is a term used for the needy traveler in a land, where he does not have 
what helps him continue his trip. This type has a share in the Zakah for what suffices 
him to reach his destination, even if he had money there. The same is true for whoever 
intends to travel from his area but does not have enough money. This type also has a 
share in the Zakah money to suffice for his trip and back. This is proven in the Ayah as 
well as the following Hadith. Imams Abu Dawud and Ibn Majah recorded that Ma`mar 
said that Zayd bin Aslam said that `Ata' bin Yasar said that Abu Sa`id Al-Khudri said 
that the Messenger of Allah said, 

ارمٍ، أ 
َ
مَالِهِ، أوْ غ ِ اهَا  َ َ  لِخَمْسَةٍ: لِعَامِلٍ عَليْهَا، أوْ رَجُلٍ اشْ

َّ
َ إِ ِ  لِغَ

ُ
ة

َ
دَق حِلُّ الصَّ

َ
 ت

َ
»  ِ از 

َ
وْ غ

لِ اللهِ، أوْ مِسْكِ  ِ » سَ ِ أهْدَى لِغَ
َ
هِ مِنْهَا ف ْ قَ عَل صُدِّ

ُ
  ت

 
(Sadaqah is not rightful for a wealthy person except in five cases: 1. those employed to 
collect it, 2. one who bought a charity item with his money, 3. a Gharim (debtor), 4. a 
fighter in the cause of Allah, 5. or a poor man who gets a part of the Zakah so he gives 
it as a gift to a rich man.) Sunan Abi Dawud 1635. https://sunnah.com/abudawud:1635 

Allah's statement,  

 ِ نَ ا  مِّ
ً
ضَة

َ
 ف

(a duty imposed by Allah), means, a decision, decree and division ordained by Allah, 

مٌ  مٌ حَكِ ُ عَلِ  وَا
 

(And Allah is All-Knower, All-Wise), knowledgeable of all things outwardly and inwardly 
and what benefits His servants, 

I conclude with this and send prayers of blessings and peace upon our Prophet as your 
Lord commanded: 

 
Allahumma Sallai Al’a Muahmmad’n wa’aila Muhammad 

 
 

حِيمُ   أقَوُلُ  مَا  تسَْمَعوُنَ  وَأسَْتغَْفِرُ  اللهَ   لِي  وَلكَُمْ  مِنْ   كُلِّ  ذنَْبٍ  فَاسْتغَْفِرُوهُ   إِنَّهُ  هوَُ  الغَفوُرُ  الرَّ
 
For Any further Information please contact me at info@irlammosque.org. 
Imam Syed Mahboob Rasool  


