Cadishead & Irlam Islamic Centre “Repentance”

Repentance
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All Praise is due to Allah, we praise Him, and we seek help from Him. We ask forgiveness from Him.
We repent to Him; and we seek refuge in Him from our own evils and our own bad deeds. Anyone
who is guided by Allah, he is indeed guided; and anyone who has been left astray, will find no one
to guide him. | bear witness that there is no god but Allah, the Only One without any partner; and
| bear witness that Muhammad, peace and blessings on him, is His servant, and His messenger.
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O you who believe! Fear Allah as He should be feared and die not except in a state of Islam.

AbdAllah bin Masood (may Allah be pleased with him) said:
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The believer views his sins as if he was seated under a mountain fearing that it would fall
upon him. And the wicked sees his sins like a fly that passes by his nose, and he drives it
away like this. Then he mentioned the hadith of the Messenger of Allah &5:
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Allah is more pleased with the repentance of His servant than a man who camps at a place of
doom, and he has his riding animal carrying his food and water. He then rests his head and sleeps
for a bit then wakes to find his riding animal gone. (He starts looking for it) and suffers from severe
heat and thirst or what Allah willed (him to suffer from). He then says, ‘l will go back to my place.’

He returns and sleeps, and then (getting up) he raises his head to find his riding animal beside
him. [Sahih al-Bukhari 6308]

And Imam Muslim added in his narration from Anas bin Malik (may Allah be pleased with him)
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He despaired from (finding) his riding animal, and while he was like that, he finds it standing by
him, so he takes hold of its nose harness then says out of his extreme joy: Oh Allah You are my
servant and | am Your lord. He erred out of his extreme delight. [Muslim 2747a].

Allah is more joyous for the repentance of His servant to Him than that man is of the return of
his riding animal when he gave up hope and despaired that he would die.

It is from the kindness of Allah Almighty upon His servants that He facilitates for them the doors
of repentance and seeking forgiveness so that the sinner returns to his Lord and repents from his
sins, no matter how great. The rational person should view his sins and misdeeds as described by
the Shariah and should not belittle them.

And in this hadith, AbdAllah bin Masood (may Allah be pleased with him) described the state of
the believer with his sins. And he compared it to a man sitting under a mountain fearing that it will
fall upon him. And if a mountain falls upon him, the chances of being saved are dismal. For the
believer looks at the greatness of Allah Almighty, and His Majesty, and the Glory of His authority,
His self-sufficiency from His creation, and the utter need of His creation for Him. And the slight
disobedience of His Majesty is not an easy matter for the believer. For this reason, out of the fear
of what he did, he views it as if he is sitting under a mountain.

While the wicked person — a reckless immoral person — belittles his sins. He even sees the most
major sins as simple and trivial, as if it was a fly passing by his nose that he drives away with his
hand, and the fly leaves without affecting him. Not out of the lightness of his sins, but rather due
to the lightness of his Iman (faith) in Allah the Exalted.

And Allah has obligated repentance upon anyone who is aware that they have committed a sin,
whether minor or major. Allah Almighty said:

"

» 1 ) o & 54 o- ot - &7
esJ esr_ﬁsu\eajwc 6\_\}.\41!\‘;\\ ) sl coall @il
_ o- Y 1)
ASUG.\.\S\AB\L;)M\J Y\L@_\A.\UALQ‘)AJL_L\A?SSA
<@ 2
U ﬁ“-U b3 W a4l hw u;bm pelalss il G (ala 22 )35 A
S ern (K e ol

O you who have believed, repent to Allah with sincere repentance. Perhaps your Lord will remove
from you your misdeeds and admit you into gardens beneath which rivers flow [on] the Day when
Allah will not disgrace the Prophet and those who believed with him. Their light will proceed before

them and on their right; they will say, "Our Lord, perfect for us our light and forgive us. Indeed,
You are over all things competent."

And Allah Almighty said:
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An Noor 24-31: And turn to Allah in repentance, all of you, O believers, that you might succeed.
And Allah Almighty said:
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An Nisa (4) 17: The repentance accepted by Allah is only for those who do wrong in
ignorance [or carelessness] and then repent soon [after].

So every sinner is ignorant while sinning, even if he is knowledgeable.

Allah’s mercy has encompassed everything and from His mercy is that He opened the door of
repentance for His servants during the night and day. And Allah loves the repentant and invites
and encourages His servants to repent. So He accepts the repentance of those who repent and
forgives the sins. And He is patient with the disobedient and does not hasten the punishment so
that they repent and return to Him. Abu Musa Asha’ari, may Allah be pleased with him, narrated
that the Messenger of Allah # said:
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Abu Musa reported Allah's Messenger (£8) as saying that Allah, the Exalted and Glorious, Extends
His Hand during the night so that the people may repent for the fault committed from dawn till
dusk and He stretches out His Hand during the day so that the people may repent for the fault
committed from dusk to dawn. (He would accept repentance) before the sun rises in the west
(before the Day of Resurrection). Sahih Muslim 2759a, b. https://sunnah.com/muslim:2759a

For Allah accepts the repentance from His servants even if it is delayed after having committed the
sin. For the repentance even though it was commanded immediately after sinning, Allah Almighty
accepts it even if it is delayed. So, if someone commits a sin in the day time and repents at night,
Allah accepts his repentance. And if he commits a sin at night, and repents in the daytime, Allah
accepts his repentance. And Allah extends His Hand to receive the repentance of the repentant
out of joy for it and to accept it.

And this is the situation for people until the sun rises from the west. For if it rises from the west
before the Day of Resurrection, then the door for repentance will close. Then after this milestone,
no one’s repentance will be accepted. And iman (faith) will not be of benefit unless they have
believed before that. And it is the meaning of Allah’s words:
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Al Anam (6) 158: The Day that some of the signs of your Lord will come no soul will benefit from
its faith as long as it had not believed before or had earned through its faith some good.
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And there is another deadline for repentance, which is for a person to repent before their soul
is about to exit. That is before their soul reaches their throat as Allah Almighty said:
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An Nisa (4) 18: But repentance is not [accepted] of those who [continue to] do evil deeds
up until, when death comes to one of them, he says, “Indeed, I have repented now,”

Perhaps the wisdom of not accepting repentance after the sun rises from the west or at the time
of death is because at these times the reality is uncovered for people. And they witness the horrors
that oblige them to affirm and believe in Allah and His signs. And their ruling is like that of the one
who witnesses the punishment of Allah.

As Allah Almighty said:
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Ghafir. 40:84. And when they saw Our punishment, they said, "We believe in Allah alone and
disbelieve in that which we used to associate with Him."
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Ghafir. 40:85. But never did their faith benefit them once they saw Our punishment. [It is] the

established way of Allah which has preceded among His servants. And the disbelievers thereupon
lost [all].

Know that the Angel of death passes by us and goes to others. And he will inevitably come to us

and pass by others. For the joyous is the one who takes heed from others and prepares for meeting
his Lord. And Allah Almighty has informed all creation of their passing. For Allah Almighty said:
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Al Imran (3) 185: Every soul will taste death, and you will only be given your [full] compensation
on the Day of Resurrection. So he who is drawn away from the Fire and admitted to Paradise has
attained [his desire]. And what is the life of this world except the enjoyment of delusion.
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Furgar:70. Except for those who repent, believe, and do righteous deed. For them Allah will
replace their evil deeds with good. And ever is Allah Forgiving and Merciful.
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Furgan 25:71. And he who repents and does righteousness does indeed turn to Allah with
[accepted] repentance.

We ask Allah to make us among those turn to Him and repent to Him during the day and the night.
And to make us among those who delight Him with our repentance and those with whom He is

pleased. Indeed, Allah is All Hearing, Answering.

| conclude with this and send prayers of blessings and peace upon our Prophet as your Lord
commanded:

Allahumma Sallai Al'a Muahmmad’n wa’aila Muhammad
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